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What is stormwater?

ǒIt starts off clean, rarely treated and flows 

directly into lakes, rivers and streams

ǒAs it runs over the ground it collects 

pollutants from roads, businesses, parking 

lots, etc. 

ǒEnds up in our local waterways untreated. 

ǒEstimated to be more then 50% of the 

pollution in the nations waterways. 
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What is stormwater cont.

ǒIn the past, water 

pollution source were 

primarily Ind. and Mun. 

WW treatment discharges

ǒA lot of effort was put into 

cleaning up these point 

sources.

ǒEffort is now turning 

towards non point 

sources

ǒNon point sources are 

very expensive to clean 

up.

ǒTreatment to clean these 

discharges would be very 

large and unused 95% of 

the time.

ǒThe best way to improve 

stormwater is to treat the 

source. Donôt let it get 

polluted in the first place. 
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Overview Industrial SW 

ǒHistory

ǒNew permit 

ǒSWPPP

ǒBMPs

ǒMonitoring
ǒBenchmarks

ǒNon-Degradation

ǒImpaired waters/TMDLôs

ǒNo Exposure 
Exclusion
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What does Industrial Stormwater 

look like Past to Present?

ǒ1992 NPDES stormwater authority granted to Minnesota

ǒ1992 the first General Stormwater Permit for Industrial 
Activity is issued and re-issued in 1997 

ǒPermit expired in 2002

ǒDraft permit on public notice September 2002

ǒ2005 EPA public notice of revision to its Multi Sector 
Industrial Stormwater General Permit

ǒ2006 Work Group created to provide insight into MPCA 
MSGP permit process

ǒ2009 public noticed MPCA draft permit 
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Who Must Apply for a 

Stormwater Permit?

ǒFacilities with activities that fall into 
one of eleven categories, most with 
specific SIC codes ïthese are 
organized into 29 sectors

ǒConstruction although considered an 
industrial category and has a separate 
permit.

complete list of SIC codes in application 

instructions
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Industrial Stormwater 

Multi -Sector General Permit

DRAFT permit will focus on sector 

specific requirements for stormwater 

management on a site through:

ǒDevelopment of a Stormwater Pollution 

Prevention Plan. 

ǒImplementation of Best Management 

Practices to protect stormwater.

ǒBenchmark monitoring for stormwater 

discharges ð this is new
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What is Required?

ǒA Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan

(SWPPP) that includes Best Management 

Practices (BMPs) for managing industrial 

materials and activities

ǒEliminating or reducing stormwater contact

with potentially polluting materials and/or 

treating stormwater

ǒMonitoring stormwater discharges four times  

second year of permit, pass benchmarks, - this 

is new
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Why Do We Care about 

Stormwater?

ǒStormwater runoff can 
change both water 
quality and quantity 
affecting our water 
resources physically, 
chemically and 
biologically

ǒStormwater coming into 
contact with significant 
materials from industry 
like oils/greases, 
metals, and nutrients 
reduces water quality


